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There are 3 sections in this assignment. Pick one activity from each of the three sections.

Section 1: Use Your Resources

Review your resource packet and select one of the resources of interest to you. Answer the Section 1 questions about the resource on the Community Involvement Hand-in Sheet. 

Section 2: Explore the Community

There are many events in the community that are relevant to disability advocacy. Choose one (or more!) events to attend from the event section of the packet or from below and answer the Section 2 questions about it on the Community Involvement Hand-in Sheet. You can also use one of the ongoing events from last month that you did not already attend (e.g. a State Board of Education meeting)

Section 3: Prepare for What’s Ahead
People with disabilities, all types of disabilities, benefit from having a job. Employment is a means to earning a living. It contributes to self-esteem. It is a way for people to be part of their community, and it is often a social activity. Independence depends on income. While there are subsidies for those who need them, having an income allows an individual to make more choices about his/her life.
Our May session will focus on integrated employment. Much of what you read and hear involves statistics and data from research and surveys. Understanding the data and learning how to use statistics in advocacy and testimonies is important. Knowing where to find this information, how to determine if it is correct and current, and learning what it means, all give power to your advocacy work.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Look over these sources of statistics and data. The first group of resources is national in scope.  The last source is focused on individuals living in DC. Select two statistics you might use in a testimony on employment of individuals with disabilities in the US and two from DC.
National Employment Statistics 
· Disability Employment Statistics – Department of Labor’s Office of Disability Employment Policy (ODEP)
Credible, consistent data is critical to creating change. ODEP promotes the availability and use of disability data and statistics to further education, research and policy initiatives to improve employment opportunities and outcomes for people with disabilities. http://www.dol.gov/odep/topics/DisabilityEmploymentStatistics.htm
· Compendium on Disability Statistics 
An overview of data on employment for individuals with disabilities. http://www.disabilitycompendium.org/
· Bureau of Labor Statistics
Persons with a Disability: Labor Force Characteristics Summary http://www.bls.gov/news.release/disabl.nr0.htm

DC Employment Statistics
· Disability Statistics
http://www.disabilitystatistics.org/reports/2012/English/HTML/report2012.cfm?fips=2011000&html_year=2012&subButton=Get+HTML#acs 



Community Involvement Hand-in Sheet 
You will hand in this form at the May Session 
NAME __________________________________     DATE __________________________________
Please write up the answers to the questions you have selected. This must be handed in at the May DC AP session. If you have any questions or need any assistance, call or email Dana (202.822.8405x132) finkd@iel.org, Frances (202.822.8405x121) vhayf@iel.org, Sherri (703.532.4843) coles.sherri@gmail.com, or Suzanne (703.241.0386) suzanneripley@gmail.com.

Section 1. Choose one of the items and answer these questions:
1. Which resource did you select? ________________________________________________
2. How did the information in this resource add to what you learned in class? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  How will you use this information in your advocacy work? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Section 2
1. Which event did you attend? _________________________________________________
2. What did you learn at this event?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Did you testify, ask questions, or talk to anyone at the event? If yes, what     
did you talk about?  ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Would you be interested in going to another event similar to this one?
Yes _____      No _____
Section 3
1. Which two (or more) statistics did you select that you might use in a testimony on employment of individuals with disabilities in the US? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Which two (or more) statistics did you choose on employment of DC residents with disabilities? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. What are the dates on the statistics you selected?  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Is this the date, or time period, during which this information was collected? (publishing dates can be different than the time period when data is collected)
______________________________________________________________________________________
5. What is the name of the organization, agency, or author of this information? __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Do you think the information is accurate?   Yes   No   Not Sure
7. Why or why not? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Do you think the information is current?   Yes   No   Not Sure
9. Why or Why not? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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