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For this exercise, the situation is the first DC Advocacy Partners session of 2014 where you are introducing yourself by talking about your disability experience to your new partners, colleagues, and fellow advocates.

Time allotted:  3 minutes or less.  We will stop you after 3 minute because this is how it often works in real hearings.

Template for developing your comments:

My name is ________________________________________________________________________________

I live in Ward _______
I am part of the DC Advocacy Partners program
I am interested in 
a. Learning more about policies that affect individuals with developmental disabilities
b. Building my knowledge of policymaking and effective advocacy 
________________________________________________________________________________
so I can…  (list no more than 2 items here, perhaps one personal and one for all individuals)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

See other side for more….

My vision for the future, meaning within the next 3 to 5 years, is that:
People with disabilities (or specific disability) like (me, my son/daughter, sibling, parent etc.) will (have the right/opportunity/support) to (earn a living, get an education, get around town, participate in sports/recreation activity, have a home of her/his own etc.)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thank you for the opportunity to talk with you. 
 Please help to make this a reality for thousands of individuals with disabilities in DC.  And let me know how I can be of assistance in this.  Here’s my card.
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